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OROVILLE DAM CITIZENS ADVISORY 
COMMISSION



ROLL CALL

¶ Commissioner Bateman

¶ Lieutenant Collins

¶ Supervisor Connelly

¶ Supervisor Conant

¶ Secretary Crowfoot

¶ Chief Deputy Director Curry

¶ Supervisor Flores

¶ Supervisor Fuhrer

¶ Assemblyman Gallagher 

¶ Supervisor Kimmelshue

¶ Deputy Licon

¶ Captain Million

¶ Director Nemeth

¶ Senator Nielsen

¶ Councilmember Pittman 

¶ Mayor Reynolds

¶ Lieutenant Stokes 

¶ Superintendent Teague

¶ Supervisor Vasquez



ITEM 1 
WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS



ITEM 2 
COMMISSION REPORT UPDATE



Commission Report

Development Timeline

Review timeline for Report 

development 

(August 2021) COMPLETE

High-Level Report Outline 

(December 2021) COMPLETE

Present Detailed Report Outline 

(Q1 2022) COMPLETE

2021 2022

Version 1 Draft ïCommission Reviewers 

Input (July 2022) COMPLETE

Version 2 Draft Report 

(Q3 2022)

Final Report



Commission Reviewers

ÁSupervisor Bill Connelly

ÁLt. Stephen Collins

ÁSenator Nielsen's Office (Rob Olmstead)

Process
ÁReviewed and approved outline

ÁReviewed and approved detailed outline

ÁReviewed and approved content and approach

ÁReviewed and approved draft report version 1

Commission Report Process

DRAFT

DRAFT



Introduction 

üCommission Background

ÁFebruary 2017 spillway incident

ÁSB 955 legislation (Nielsen/Gallagher)

ÁForum for input and information [non-regulatory body]

üCommission Purpose

Á Serve as a representative to the public for the purposes of providing public 

input and receiving information from the dam operator.

Á Act as a unified voice from the communities surrounding Oroville Dam to 

provide public feedback, advice, and best practices to the dam operator.

Á Publish a report at least once every three years.

üReport and Content Mandated by SB 955

ÁñPublish a report at least once every three yearsò

Commission Report Structure



Forward

Á Overview of public meetings

Á Overview of presentation topics 

Á Commission actions to-date

Content

1. An overview of ongoing maintenance and improvements made at the dam 

and its site.

2. A register of communications received from the department and other 

parties to the Commission.

3. Notice of upcoming plans made by the department for the dam and its site.

4. An overview of flood management projects on the Feather River affecting 

public safety and flood risk reduction.

Commission Report Structure



Conclusion

Á Accomplishments to-date 
o Multiple public meetings each year

o Dam facility visit

o Commissioner Joint Flood Operations Center Tour/Briefing

o Sponsored Flood Safety Stakeholder Technical Workshop

o Dam owner briefings requested by the Commission regarding operations, 

maintenance, and public safety topics

Á Forward-looking

Appendix 

Á Register of communications from State agencies and other 

parties.

Commission Report Structure



ITEM 3
FLOOD SAFETY STAKEHOLDER TECHNICAL 

WORKSHOP RECAP



Michael Mierzwa, P.E., State Floodplain Manager

CA Dept. of Water Resources, Division of Flood Management

Recap of Flood Management 

Stakeholder Workshop:

April 22, 2022

Oroville Citizen Advisory Commission

July 29, 2022

Image: Screenshot from DWRôs designated floodway inspection 

tool focused on Feather River.



Workshop Purpose

Purpose:

To provide an interactive forum where stakeholders can

better understand the coordination between the key

Federal and State entities responsible for flood management

in the Feather River and speak to these experts about their

interests and concerns related to flood safety and

downstream communities.

Approach:

Each speaker was limited to 5 to 20 minutes, and asked to keep their segment short in order to 

allow for stakeholders to ask questions following each presentation.

The speakers were generally sequenced with the initial talks focused in the upper watershed and 

the final talks addressing how downstream communities can prepare for high water / flood 

conditions.



Workshop Speakers

Federal and State experts in flood risk management including:

Å State Climatologist (DWR)

Å Lead for USACE Reservoir Operations Sacramento District USACE

Å FEMA Floodplain Mapping Engineer

Å National Weather Service: Sacramento Office Service Coordination 

Hydrologist

Å State Levee and Channel Inspection Lead (DWR)

Å State-Federal Flood Operations Center Lead (DWR)

Å UC Berkeley Center for Catastrophic Risk Management Expert

Å California Office of Emergency Services Dam Safety Lead

Å State Floodplain Manager (DWR)

Å State Water Project Management (DWR)



Key Themes from Workshop

Å Discussions on the magnitudes and complexities 

associated with extreme precipitation events (including 

the role of Atmospheric Rivers in the Feather River 

watershed)

Å Key parameters and considerations to design, operate 

and inspect flood defense systems (including dams, 

channels, and levees)

Å Different types (and uses) of inundation maps (dams vs. 

floodplains) and how these are shared

Å Roles and responsibilities in developing dam emergency 

action plans

Å Value of emergency response exercises and preparing for 

extreme (unlikely) events

Å Use forecasts and coordination between emergency 

response entities

Å Coordination in preparing long-term investment plans to 

ñbuy downò risk

Image: Example of portfolio of action approach to buying down 

flood risk based on USACE concept.



Additional Venues for On-Going Flood Management 

Stakeholder & Community Engagement

Å The Central Valley Flood Protection Plan (CVFPP) 

outlines the Stateôs priorities for reducing flood risk

Å The CVFPP is often discussed at the Monthly 

Central Valley Flood Protection Board meetings
Central Valley Flood Protection Board ïState of 

California

Å Annual preseason coordination meetings are also 

held between DWR, Cal OES, USACE, NWS and 

local emergency response and flood management 

entities

http://cvfpb.ca.gov/


ITEM 4
OROVILLE DAM FACILITIES UPDATE  


